When I learned that I would be giving an award to a Fallsmead swimmer who represented Alicia Guiton’s spirit and love for the team I was completely overwhelmed.  I have known and loved Alicia for at least 8 years.  We shared a connection that often came through the water when I swam and I know she is a huge reason that I still have such a strong connection to this team.  Her spirit has helped to keep my mind in perspective with things in my life and this award gives me a piece of her strength.

As I started looking at the swimmers who might qualify, I quickly realized that the person did not have to be the most coachable person because Alicia would be the first to want to have fun in practice.  The person did not have to have the most talent but had to give everything possible for the good of the team.  This person had to feel the heart and soul of a Fallsmead Shark the way Alicia did.  Throughout her illness, she never missed a meet and found ways to work at all of them until her family and friends stopped her.  Her smiles and cheers were always there.

This swimmer does have a tremendous amount of talent and unfortunately injuries kept her from practicing and swimming in all of her events.  She would swim in pain when her parents let her and qualified as the number 1 backstroke 11-12 girl for the Coaches Long Course Meet.  This was in spite of having to wear a back and knee brace for most of the summer. Alicia would most likely tell this swimmer to go practice anyway and say what do you mean not swim in a meet, while her mother would just be shaking her head. This swimmer’s determination is an inspiration to the team.  I am very proud and I know Alicia is too, to announce that Rebecca Kelly is the first recipient of the Alicia Guiton Perseverance Award.

